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MOUNTAIN WALKS IN MAJORCA 

BY 0. K. WILLIAMSON 

AJORCA or Mallo rca is, as readers of the JOURNAL are aware, 
the largest of the Balearic islands. Few places have attracted 
me as much as this charming island. My wife and I resided 

in it for a total period, made up by two visits, of some nine months ; 
and we were hopeful that our second visit, which terminated some two 
months before the civil war began, would not be the last. The charm 
lies not only in the fine mountain range, but also in the contrast which 
is afforded with the scenery of the plains in the southern part of the 
island. These plains form a fertile, well-cultivated region. Again, 
~hose who are architecturally inclined will find abundant scope for 
their hobby not only in the splendid cathedral at Palma but also in 
many other fine buildings in this and other towns. Many are the 
interesting courtyards and mansions in the principal city. The 
archaeologist too will find subjects of interest. The hotel prices were 
very reasonable at the times of our trips. In our last visit my wife 
and I stayed very comfortably for several months at the Pension Villa 
Thea at San Agustin, which is situated on the charming coast near 
Palma, where we paid the equivalent of about 8s. a day, which included 
a private bathroom. 

The mountain area occupies, roughly speaking, the N .W. part of 
the island, the main chain running from N.E. to-S.W. It is limited, 
on the one hand, by Cape Formentor, the most northerly point, and on 
the other by El Freu, the western extremity which is opposite 
Dragonera islet. The highest peak in the island, and indeed in the 
whole of the Balearics, is the Puig Mayor ( 1450 m. ),1 and there are in 
all twelve summits of over 3000 ft. in height. The mountain area, 
La Serra, is said to occupy one-fifth of the total area of the island. 
I am writing about this range for the sake of those who love mountain 
walks and mountain scenery, for I am not aware of any extensive 
rock climbing which is justifiable. The rock is limestone, and whilst 
I had no rock-climbing experts with me on expeditions and did not 
feel justified in exploring climbing possibilities (I was often alone), I 
saw little to give the hope of satisfactory scrambling. Two parties 
of Germans were killed, not many years ago, on the Soller face of 
Puig Mayor (or, strictly speaking, Puig Menor); but to any mountaineer 
who has looked at this wall and who realizes how extremely friable the 
rock is, such ascents can only be described as suicidal. Beginning at 
theW. we have the Esclop de Galatzo (927 m.) between Andraitz and 

. 

1 The heights given are taken from the Spanish Military map (I 93 I), and 
from the illustrated guide to Majorca by J. Escalas. 
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Estallenchs, followed by the Galatzo (ro25 m.),2 and near Banalbufar 
by the Planicie (953 m.). Beyond the deep trough of Valldemosa, and 
itself bounded on the E. by the marked depression over which passes 
the Palma-Soller road, is the flat-topped peak of the Teix (ro6o m.). 
We next come to the long ridge of the Serra de Alfabia with its various 
summits. These are followed by the Ofre (ro8o m.). We next 
reach the little-known peak of the Tossals (ro47 m.). This part of 
the range Serra de Alfabia to Tossals is separated from the imposing 
mass of the Puig Mayor, with its great ridge running in a S.W. direction, 
by the wide Pia de Cuba and the deep narrow cleft of El Barranch. 
The culminating peak, majestic whether seen from W. or E., rises to 
a height of 1450 m. Continuing from the Tossals in a N.E. direction 
we reach the massive peak of the Massanella, the second highest in 
the island ( 1350 m.), which rises immediately above the monastery of 
Lluch. If we continue in a line following the S.W. ridge of Puig 
Mayor, right beyond the deep precipitous gorge of the Torrente de 
Pareys, we reach the isolated peak of Puig Roig ( r oo8 m.), close to the 
coast. By proceeding along what appears to be really the backbone 
of ~he range, from the Massanella beyond the depression by which 
passes the Inca-Lluch road, we come to the Puig Tomir (rro3 m.), the 
last of the important summits. A lesser range, parallel to and S.E. 
of the main range, is conspicuous from the Palma-Inca railway, 
consisting in part of striking square-shaped precipitous-faced summits, 
of which that bearing the castle of Alaro is typical. Between this 
ridge and the main range lies the attractive Orient valley. The plains 
occupy the portion of the island to the S.E. of the mountain chain. 
In this area are a few isolated hills, some as high as r 6oo ft. Olive 
trees form a characteristic feature of extensive areas of the low ground ; 
many of these are very old, the extension of life being partly due to · 
systematic grafting. Vines cultivated in fields, not growing after the 
manner we are accustomed to in Italy, are also a notable feature. As 
regards flowers, the pretty asphodel seems to be ubiquitous, and is 
often found as a weed in cultivated land. 

My first acquaintance with the higher mountains was in 1934. 
Having by a fortunate chance met Legh Powell, whom I saw one day 
examining manganese-bearing rocks by the roadside, I arranged with 
him to make the ascent of the Teix from Valldemosa. This beautiful 
spot is nearly 1400 ft. above sea-level in the heart of the mountain 
range. La Cartuja, formerly a Carthusian monastery, is famous as 
having once been the home of Chopin and George Sand. Ilex and 
pine trees predominate here, and there are many kinds of fruit. To 
give some idea of the climate, I may mention that in January 1936 
almond trees which abound here were in full blossom. On May ro, 
starting soon after 8 A.M., we took a well-marked track up the valley 
in a N.E. direction, past the country house of Sa Coma, the mountain 
wall above us on the right soon becoming precipitous in its upper 

2 This is the striking peak which is conspicuous from Palma and the hills 
above it. 
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slopes. Near the head of the valley, instead of taking a track which 
continues more or less in the same direction and leads over a kind of 
col to reach the plateau from which our mountain rises, we took a path 
which leads too much in a westerly direction. This was not due to 
any want of care by us, but the directions in the guide book were not 
helpful. However, the loss of time was not very great. We soon 
bore to the right and, emerging over the crest of the hill, reached the 
plateau right above the tree level. Hereabouts is a charming vista of 
the village of Deya, lying far below on the N. coast, where runs the 
motor road. I may here remark that the coast scenery in this part of 
the island, especially that between Estallenchs and Andraitz, vies with 
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the finest that the Riviera or the Cape peninsula of South Africa offer. 
Regaining the correct track we continued eastward with the actual 
summit ridge of the Teix, bounding the plateau on one side, about a 
hundred feet above us on the right. In a short time a path followed 
by a few minutes' easy scramble on rocks brought us to the top about 
noon (1o6o m., 3478 ft.). The view was hazy, but the Puig Mayor 
was impressive. Descending again by the path which had led us up 
to the ridge we proceeded in a roughly easterly direction, soon reaching 
the edge of a striking large basin, richly wooded on its southern slopes. 
We dropped down into this, here and there on paths, passing obliquely 
to the right over several stone walls. These stone walls, many of 
them thick and high, are characteristic of the country, and extend 
across the mountain slopes. I believe they owe their origin to the 
Moorish occupation of the island. Presently we struck a good path. 
After a lovely view of Puig Mayor framed in white May blossoms we 
passed a jovial group of young picnickers, the only human beings so 
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far as I remember whom we had seen since leaving Valldemosa, and 
not long afterwards struck the Palma-Soller high road not far below 
its highest point. Swinging down the bends we reached Soller, one 
of the largest cities in Majorca. It is a lovely spot, situated on a level 
fertile plain, rich in varied vegetation, with extensive orange, almond 
and other fruit trees. It is almost surrounded by high mountains, the 
most striking of which is the majestic Puig Mayor, or rather Puig 
Menor, the lesser peak, as this actually hides the higher one. There 
is a narrow outlet to the sea which is reached at the port of Soller. 
Mr. Chamberlin in his guide book compares the situation of Soller 
with that of Cortina to the disadvantage of the latter, and whilst most 
people would consider this to be exaggerated praise, yet Soller's claims 
from the scenic point of view are certainly high. I shall not readily 
forget my first early morning view of the valley, the mountain heights 
immeasurably enhanced by lovely soft-outlined clouds nestling on 
their flanks, only the actual summits of the higher peaks emerging. 

On the following day, May I I, I planned to ascend the Puig Mayor. 
Leaving the Hotel Ferrocarril at Soller at 8.Io A.M., Powell and I soon 
reached the neighbouring village of Biniaraix. Here a deceiving sign
post caused us to take the wrong direction (I had no large-scale map 
with me). We must have toiled nearly Iooo ft. up the slopes to the 
S. of the village. Here, beside a considerable rockfall, any tracks 
which we had followed petered out,, and like the King of France we 
went down again, but separately. Powell went no further, but I 
aimed at the track which runs_ in a N .E. direction, parallel to the great 
ridge above, really a continuation of the S .W. arete of our mountain. 
This was obviously the right direction to take. The track mounted 
obliquely among cultivated areas (every square foot of soil in Majorca 
is cultivated). The heat was great, as I must have lost about two 
hours of valuable time by the previous error. As I rose, shrubs and 
trees became gradually more numerous, with fields of vines and 
plantations of small oaks. Near the large house Bonnaba, forest was 
reached, and soon it was necessary, near a large sparkling stream, to 
commence the ascent of the slope to a well-marked col in the continua
tion of the S.W. ridge above-mentioned, just to the S. of the Puig 
Menor. It is on this part of the expedition that it is easiest to go 
astray ; a local guide is certainly advisable. As a matter of fact, I 
did go wrong and lost some time before I struck the correct path. 
After an easy ascent through the forest I emerged in the open with the 
great red-brown precipice of Puig Menor above me on the left. The 
path was very stony and rough, and zigzagged for about Iooo ft. up 
to the col, which must be at about 4000 ft. Here I had a belated lunch 
at about 2.30 P.M. From the col the final peak was clearly visible, and 
at no great distance away, but there was no time to lose. A gradually 
ascending traverse on the S.E. slope of the ridge between Puig Mayor 
and Puig Menor led to the foot of the actual peak. Here I crossed 
two large areas of snow, and still keeping to a path which zigzags on 
the S. and S.E. side, I got to the broad top at 3.50 P.M. (I450 m., 
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4757 ft.). A lovely view unfolded itself, though there was some 
haze. The peak is high enough to yield a comprehensive view of 
the island and of its mountains, and yet not so lofty as to dwarf them 
and cause their relative proportions to be lost. Of the mountain 
panoramas in Majorca this is assuredly one of the finest. The sea to 
the N.E. and S. (including the bay of Palma) was clearly visible. 
Perhaps what impressed me most was the jagged rocky ridge falling 
S.W., partly draped in cloud, with a glimpse far away .. of the sea near 
Soller. The whole peak is of limestone, with an impressive couloir 
falling from the summit to S.E. At 4.20 P.M. I started down; by 
fast walking, and running for a third of a mile, I reached Soller just 
before dark, 7.20 P.M., and a telephone message to the Port soon brought 
my wife up in the car. From the time of my parting from Powell 
till my return to Soller I only came across two inhabitants. I in
variably found the Mallorcan peasants, although simple, to be very 
courteous people, and most people would agree with this. They 
have their own language, but understand Spanish. The whole 
expedition, including halts but apart from the toilsome detour at 
Biniaraix, occupied 9! hours. The weather had been perfect and the 
whole expedition a most stimulating and interesting one. 

No expeditions have yielded me greater pleasure than those on the 
Ofre, the conical mountain which is seen from the neighbourhood of 
Soller to the right of the Puig Mayor. Admittedly it is only small, 
and of no real importance in the mountain world, but this does not 
affect my memories. On May 23, 1934, having been driven to 
Biniaraix by my wife and her friend, at 9·45 A.M. I proceeded up the 
Barranch, the wonderful red limestone gorge near Soller. After a 
level stretch the well-made path ascends in long curves, overhung by 
marvellous rocks of fantastic s~apes. At the head of the gorge I 
entered the pleasant upland slopes above, close to the farm-house of 
L'Ofre. Here some large and charming donkeys seemed to exhibit 
interest in me, and would no doubt have delighted our dear old friend 
Y eld. Here are many holm oak trees. The S .W. face of my mountain 
rose above. I ascended the gentle slope which brought me to the col 
leading to the Orient valley, immediately to the S. of the peak. I 
realized about this time that the ordinary way up the mountain, which 
I was seeking, could not possibly be on this side. There is a rock 
wall on the S.W. and S.E. flanks, which falls from the summit and 
consists of smooth rounded rocks about a hundred feet in height. The 
only obvious break in this wall is by a crack which passes upwards just 
to the left of the centre of the S .W. face. I had no time to traverse 
round the mountain to what must be the correct rofite and determined 
to have a shot at this crack as a last chance of getting up. From the 
col I ascended the steep grassy and rocky ridge leading to the rock 
wall, then traversed obliquely upwards to the foot of the crack. Here 
I doffed my coat and rucksack. At first came a step about 20 ft. 
high with most of the holds in soft vegetation, under an over hang. 
A few easy feet led me to the foot of a shallow crack about 30 ft. high, 
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leading slightly upwards. This I went up ; I am bound to say that 
I found the place difficult, as it was very exposed, and the unreliable 
limestone holds had to be supplemented with (fortunately) firm 
heather. The whole chimney (including the first step) was about 
6o ft. high, and at an average angle of 70°. A few steps up easy rock 
now brought me to the small summit (1o8o m., 3543 ft.). I knew that 
there must be an easy way down the peak, and indeed had no wish to 
descend by the same chimney. A few minutes along the narrow 
summit ridge which runs in a N .E. direction, and I made a descending 
traverse over easy ground, chiefly vegetation and soil, in a westerly 
direction. This brought me to the col which one crosses from Soller 
by the Ofre farm to Lluch monastery. Traversing round the mountain 
I reached once more the col which leads over to the Orient valley. 
From here I went up once more to the foot of the chimney to retrieve 
my belongings. A short halt here was occupied in admiring the 
lovely mountain view westward, with the Alfabia ridge in the fore
ground and the distant sea. After crossing the col I dropped · down 
the charming path, now in pleasant shade, leading to the farm of 
Comassema in the Orient valley ; and a quick walk along the road 
brought me, at the village of Orient, to the ladies, who were awaiting 
me with the car, at 5.40 P.M. Orient is a charming and really beautiful 
valley, with its level fertile floor, bounded by the high rocky mountain 
walls, their lower slopes draped with stately trees and other fine 
vegetation. It deserves to be better known. My expedition had been 
most interesting and enjoyable, made in perfect weather, and occupied 
about seven hours' actual walking. Again I met no human being between 
low down in the Barranch gorge and Comassema. Mr. J. Lindo Webb, 
who lives at Palma and is the greatest resident English authority on 
Majorca, tells me that he has heard of no other ascent of the Ofre by 
the S.W. side. 

On February 17, 1936, three of us took the train to Bunola, with 
the Serra de Alfabia as our object. From here we walked up the Soller 
road as far as the stone indicating 20 · 9 km., a little below the top of 
the pass. We then struck up the thickly wooded slopes which rise to 
the end of the Serra de Alfabia ridge, by a bridle path on the S. side. 
We presently turned up a rather poorly marked track leading fairly 
directly up the hillside, near the point where a good path comes up 
on the right. After a hot, steep uphill grind for some hundreds of feet, 
we negotiated a stone wall a frequent problem on these hills and 
struck a broad well-made track which led round the mountain by its 
W. on to its N. side. Hereabouts we left the trees. A cross-path · 
leading up to the ridge and also valleywards was passed and presently, 
after giving off a path which descends towards Soller, our own track 
bifurcated. We took the right-hand one, which soon led us up the 
hillside, and we thus reached the summit ridge, perhaps some 40 yards 
in width, on the S. side of which is a wireless station. A few yards 
to theW. over vegetation and rocks led us to the,well-marked cairn on 
the summit (1o8o m., 3543 ft.), four hours from Bunola. This peak is 
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the most S.W. of the Alfabia summits, of which there are at least two 
others, and according to the measurement on the military map it is the 
highest. The slopes to the W. and N. fall away precipitously. The 
ridge continues in a S.W. direction for perhaps half a mile at a con
siderably lower level. The summit view is less impressive than that 
from the Puig Mayor or Ofre, and there are no very striking rock forms 
near at hand ; yet the panorama is extensive and interesting, par
ticularly over the southern plain. A long rest in the agreeable tem
perature of a perfect day followed ; we retraced our steps down the 
mountain side for a hundred feet or so, then struck along north-east
wards under the steep rocks which here flank the ridge. We then 
regained the ridge and followed the grass of the crest and southern 
slopes for some twenty minutes. As it soon became evident, however, 
that the exigencies of the evening train from Soller vetoed all possibility 
of reaching a further summit, we retraced our steps. From where we 
had struck the ridge we dropped on to a path which led at first hori
zontally for some distance, but then bent to the left valleywards, rather 
ill-marked among rocks and low bush; however, hereabouts were 
some blue ' Turismo ' marks to help us. 3 Over the brow of the hill 
we struck a large and good horizontal path which we followed to the 
right and which brought us to a conspicuous, brightly coloured house 
perched defiantly on a shelf at the top of the steep wall which falls to 
the N. Many zigzags took us quickly down a wide rocky gully or 
glen; turning leftwards now, under a fine rocky outcrop rich with 
varied vegetation, we reached another glen, and there followed a pro
longed succession of zigzags with a fine wall of red brown rock above 
us on the right. Thus we arrived at Soller in some two hours from the 
ridge. An interesting day with many pleasing variations in scenery. 

On March 28, I 93 6, with several friends, I made the ascent of El 
Galatzo. A delightful drive through varied scenery, among fruit trees, 
olive groves and pines took us through thick woods on the N. coast 
to Banalbufar. At this place is a curious series of steps for cultivating 
tomatoes. Here are also many vineyards. By the fine coast scenery 
we reached the large village of Estallenchs, and thence drove up the 
hill in the direction of our mountain to Son Fortuny. From this 
point the mountain lies almost directly to the S. Accompanied by a 
young man who acted as guide we walked up a good path among trees, 
many of which were holm oaks. After passing a small building the 
path leads obliquely upwards to the right near the foot of the broken 
rocky wall of the mountain. We then struck up this face walking over 
rocks and some vegetation. We went up a short open chimney with 
a little very easy climbing in it and thus arrived at the very wide, 
gently sloping ridge of broken rock and grass which runs, roughly 
speaking, E. and W. A few minutes up this in an easterly direction 
landed us on the top in I hour 50 min. brisk walking from Son Fortuny. 
The wide ridge of rock and vegetation continues to the Esclop de 

3 The F omen to de Turismo is a local club of Palma people who organize 
Sunday expeditions. 
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Galatzo, a gap separating the two mountains. Scrambling along for 
perhaps 3o·or 40 yards to the eastern extremity of the ridge one reaches 
the edge of a high and sheer precipice. The panorama from the sum
mit is a very fine one ; as regards its extent, of those which I have seen 
in the island it is second only to that from the Puig Mayor, there being 
no mountains in its vicinity which approach the height of the Galatzo. 
Partly for this reason fine mountain foregrounds and middle distances 
are wanting. My favourite little Serra Burguesa ridge near Palma 
appears flattened for the same reason. Of the higher peaks the Puig 
Mayor looks much the most majestic. Only a few distant clouds were 
seen. The forest on the N.N.E. side, near which we had passed on 
the way up, looks beautiful. On the way down we struck the rocky 
wall at a point nearer the summit (more to the E.) than where we had 
reached the ridge during the ascent, the wall being here rather steeper. 
Again ther~ were short stretches of very easy rock climbing, and we 
descended a rocky couloir sufficiently steep to make it desirable, owing 
to its looseness, for the party to keep close together. On leaving the 
rock face after passing a fine rock pinnacle we regained our morning's 
route, and reached Estallenchs (about half an hour below Son Fortuny) 
in less than two hours from the top. The weather had been beautiful, 
with perfect temperature, and the whole expedition short, for the ascent 
is a very direct one. 

My last ascent in the island was on May 20, 1936, when my wife and 
I went together up the Ofre. We were staying at the excellent Hotel 
Costa d'Or at Lluch Alcari, in a lovely situation on the coast near Deya. 
The inland view comprises the lofty and imposing wall falling from 
the summits which are on one edge of the plateau whose culminating 
point is the Teix. The landscape is softened by a rich multicoloured 
foreground of trees. We drove to the wash-house at Biniaraix and 
took the now familiar but ever enjoyable path by the Barranch to the 
Soller-Lluch col. I use the word familiar in speaking of the route, 
but apparently its very familiarity bred carelessness in me, for in the 
Barranch we lost some little time owing to divergence on a side path. 
From the col we traversed along further N. than where I h11d been 
previously, though one could get up in most places on this side. What 
really amounted to quite steep scrambling led us on to a grassy ridge 
on the true right of a gully by which we struck the N.E. ridge of the 
mountain, close to a cairn which marks Pt. 1040 on the military map. 
Following the easy . ridge we turned a rocky tower some 20 ft. high 
on the right by grassy slopes, and by mingled rock and vegetation 
needing care owing to the steepness we regained the ridge, and soon 
reached the summit in some 3 hrs. 55 min. walking, excluding the 
time lost on the detour. The S.E. slope of the Tossals looks very 
easy from here. Few summit views have impressed me more than this 
one. On the one hand is the rugged Puig Mayor with its satellites 
rising above the rather featureless Pia de Cuba. In the opposite direc
tion we have the less impressive yet striking ridge with its curious 
square-shaped summits, on one of which is perched the castle of Alaro. 
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This lesser range bounds the plains which lie southwards. Looking 
eastwards over the verdant slopes which fall away to the head of the 
Orient valley, the vision rests for a moment on the contrasting beauty 
of the blue Mediterranean at Alcudia bay, framed in hills of gentle 
slope. Lastly, south-westwards is the shapely Alfabia ridge, its sum
mits rising like sentinels above the steep drop to the Soller valley ; 
once more beyond rise the Teix and Galatzo, softened yet enhanced by 
distance ; the whole in perfect colouring. Here is rest for the mind, 
for indeed one's craving for mountain loveliness has attained full satis
faction. We left the mountain by the S.E. slopes, dropping down to 
the Orient-Soller col, then rested awhile by the spring above the Ofre 
farm, amused by the gambolling donkeys, and so to the Barranch and 
Soller, which was regained before 5 o'clock. The day to both of us 
was one of very great enjoyment ; in fact, one of the happiest mountain 
walks of my life. 

My usual long walk from the neighbourhood of Palma was in the 
charming range between Palma and Calvia, part of which is known as 
the Serra de Burguesa. These hills vary from about Iooo to r6oo ft. 
in height and form a semicircle a few miles from Palma. To go along 
the ridge from end to end is a delightful up and down walk (including 
the road tramp at each end, by which one completes the circuit) of more 
than 20 miles, and must involve a total rise of about 3000 ft. One 
may start from charming Genova, with its perennial roses, and descend 
by Son Rapina. The pine-trees in places interfere with the views, but 
especially in open spaces, on some of which the inhabitants produce 
charcoal, one obtains beautiful vistas, especially of the bay of Palma 
and the light yellow-coloured buildings which impart to the city quite 
an African flavour ; the distant mountains of the main range are also 
well seen. 

It will be seen that this article is limited to expeditions in which I 
took part and for this reason gives nothing like complete information 
about the mountains ; but seeing that the guide books tell one so little 
about these, it has been written in the hope that it may be of some help 
to those'" who aim at exploring the interesting upper regions of this 
attractive island. · 
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